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David Kaufman‘s resume boasts a faculty post at the Center for
Homeland Defense and Security and an array of experience with the
federal government in disaster preparedness.
The alumnus of the Center‘s Executive Leaders Program has reached
yet another career milestone with his recent appointment as Director of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency‘s Office of Policy and
Program Analysis. He plans to begin his new job with FEMA Sept. 2.
Kaufman was on campus Monday to teach a section of the Executive
Leaders Program, which he completed as a participant in 2007.
He has worked on preparedness programs since 1998, when he was
with the U.S. Department of Justice. His varied roles with DHS and
FEMA have also involved preparedness work and state and local
coordination.
As an alumnus and teacher of the ELP and in the Center‘s master‘s
degree program, Kaufman exemplifies key characteristics of the
Center‘s mission, said CHDS Director Glen Woodbury.
"He understands the challenges, but also the solutions to bridging the
gap between layers of government," Woodbury said. "He thinks so far outside the box you wonder if the box ever
existed. He‘ll bring great skills and talent honed by his experience at the Center to FEMA."
With his new position, Kaufman takes the reins of a FEMA office charged with directing Agency policy and strategic
planning and with analyzing program effectiveness. He has a long track record of work in this field, including:
Director, Preparedness Policy, Planning and Analysis within FEMA‘s National Preparedness Directorate; Acting
Director and Deputy Director of the Capabilities Division in the Department of Homeland Security‘s Office of Grants
and Training (G&T); FEMA Chief of State and Local Coordination; and serving as a Budget Analyst and Program
Manager at the Department of Justice.
"That was a 10-year block of experience that gave me perspective of where we were trying to go in balancing
federal priorities with state and local programs," Kaufman said.
After departing his last DHS post, Kaufman served as Director of Safety and Security to the non-profit CNA Corp.
The firm provides analysis and solutions to government agencies in a wide range of challenging policy areas
including public safety and homeland security.
"I think I‘ll be a much better public servant for having had those experiences," he said.
Those job experiences have been punctuated by his work as a student and faculty member at the Center.
"My ELP experience changed the way I look at the (homeland security) issue," Kaufman said. "I walked away
thinking we had missed the boat on an issue of critical importance – how we engage the citizenry."
Kaufman said policy makers need to find ways to better enlist citizens in assuming a role in their own security and
preparedness.
"The way we have been approaching homeland security has been too parental," he said. "What‘s needed is a
1/2
strategy for energizing and mobilizing the power of the citizenry to contribute meaningfully."
Kaufman is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin and earned a master‘s degree from the University of Michigan.
He resides in the Washington, D.C., suburb of Arlington, Va., with his wife and 10-month-old daughter.
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